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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98 

PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Because this Information Disclosure Statement is filed prior to receipt of a First 
Office Action on the Merits for the above-captioned application, a fee for filing this 
statement should not be due. If, however, it is determined that a fee is due, any fees that 
may be due in connection with filing this paper may be charged to Deposit Account No. 
50-1213. 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 to inform 
the Patent Office of all references known by Applicant or Applicant's representative that 
may be material to the examination of the subject application, Applicants representative 
hereby provides this Information Disclosure Statement that is prepared in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97-1 .98 Forms PTO-1449 (1 1 pages) and copies of the cited 
documents are not provided herewith as they have been previously provided or cited by 
the Examiner in connection with U.S. Serial No. 10/7270,792, which is relied upon for an 
earlier filing date in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 120. 
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USSN 10/627,517 
Rapacki etal. 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



The documents listed on the Form PTO-1449 and supplied herewith are in the 
English. Hence, in accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, as amended 
effective March 16, 1992, no further explanation of the listed items is necessary. 

Applicant also makes known to the Examiner the following related, co-pending 
U.S. applications and their status: 



U.S.S.N. 


Filing Date 


Status 


Docket No. 


08/931 ,552 


09/16/97 


Issued 


102 


09/397,218 


09/16/99 


Pending 


102B 


10/071,620 


02/08/02 


Pending 


102C 


10/081,569 


02/21/02 


Pending 


102D 


10/419,653 


04/18/03 


Pending 


102E 


10/454,729 


06/03/03 


Pending 


102F 


09/519,735 


03/04/00 


Pending 


103 


09/797,910 


03/02/01 


Pending 


103B 


10/303,241 


11/22/02 


Pending 


103C 


10/303,240 


11/22/02 


Pending 


103D 


10/303,318 


11/22/02 


Pending 


103E 


10/419,654 


04/18/03 


Pending 


103F 


10/419,508 


04/18/03 


Pending 


103G 


10/630,473 


07/29/03 


Pending 


103H 


10/298,387 


11/14/02 


Pending 


107 


10/270,792 


10/10/01 


Pending 


108 


10/384,899 


03/06/03 


Pending 


116 


10/454,729 


05/28/03 


Pending 


119 


10/448,019 


05/28/03 


Pending 


119B 


10/448,153 


05/28/03 


Pending 


119C 


10/627,517 


07/25/03 


Pending 


0120 


10/645,473 


08/20/03 


Pending 


0121 


10/275,995 


04/07/03 


Pending 


0122US 


10/627,941 


07/25/03 


Pending 


0123 
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Rapacki et al. 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



INT'L 


Filing Date 


Status 


Docket No. 


2001243416 


AO /AO /a A 

03/02/01 


Pending 


A AO A 1 1 

103AU 


A Af\A A 

2,401,331 


no /no /a a 

03/02/01 


Pending 


103CA 


a a a a a o o a a 

01916386.4 


AO //"\0 /A H 

03/02/01 


Pending 


a Aorn 
103EP 


ZUvJi 0b4ooy 




Kenoing 


1HQ ID 


WO 01/66190 


03/02/01 


Issued 


103PC 


PCT/US02/32853 


10/10/02 


Pending 


104PC 


PCT/US02/36863 


11/14/02 


Pending 


107PC 


PCT/US03/07230 


03/06/02 


Pending 


116PC 


PCT/US03/16999 


05/28/03 


Pending 


119PC 


Awaiting 


07/25/03 


Pending 


0120PC 


Awaiting 


08/20/03 


Pending 


0121PC 


2001260840 


05/18/01 


Pending 


0122AU 


2,408,923 


05/18/01 


Pending 


0122CA 


01934679 


05/18/01 


Pending 


0122EP 


02102072.4 


05/18/01 


Pending 


0122HK 


2001-583641 


05/18/01 


Pending 


0122JP 


PCT/NZ0 1/00092 


05/19/01 


Pending 


0122PC 


PCT/US03/23295 


07/25/03 


Pending 


0123PC 



Although these documents are made known to the Patent and Trademark Office in 
compliance with Applicants duty of disclosure, such disclosure is not to be construed as 
an admission by Applicant or Applicant's representative that any of the references, singly 
or in any combination thereof, is effective as prior art against the subject application. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b) exists. 



USSN 10/627,517 
Rapacki et al. 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner review the foregoing references 
and make them of record in the file history of the above-captioned application. 



Attorney Docket No. 38349-0120 
Address all correspondence to: 

Stephanie L. Seidman 
Fred C. Hernandez 

HELLER EHRMAN WHITE & McAULIFFE LLP 
4350 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 700 
San Diego, CA 92122-1246 

Telephone: (858) 450-8400 Facsimile: (858) 587-5360 



Respectfully submitted, 

HELLER EHRMAN WHITE & McAULIFFE LLP 



By: 




Fred C. Hernandez — 
Registration No. 41,832 
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FILING DATE: 
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GROUP ART UNIT: 
3761 







U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


tEX'R 
INITIAL 


REF. # 


PATENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


U.S. CLASS/ 
SUBCLASS 


FN iNir; nATP 
(If appropriate) 


* 


A 


OC\C\1lf\r\A Q0 07 /A-t\ 

zuuo/uu \ooZf (Al) 


01/23/03 


Truckai et al. 


606/32 


07/18/02 


* 


B 


2003/001 8344 JA1 1 


U \l£.Ol\JO 


Kaji et al. 


606/130 


07/19/02 


* 


C 


2003/0050648 (A1 ) 


! 03/13/03 


AlfprnpQ*; al 


606/108 


09/11/01 


* 


D 


2003/008367 1(A1) 


05/01/03 


Rimbauah Rt al 


oUo/IUo 


10/25/01 


* 


E 


2003/0181922 (A1) 


! 09/25/03 


Alferness et al. 


606/108 


03/20/02 


* 


F 


2003/0183235 (A1) 


10/02/03 


Rimbaugh et al. 


128/207.15 


04/17/03 


* 


G 


2002/0138135 (A1) 


09/26/02 


Duerig et ai. 


623/1.24 


03/21/01 


* 


H 


2002/0112729 (A1) 


08/22/02 


DeVore etal. 


128/207.15 


02/21/01 


* 


I 


2002/0111620 (A1) 


08/15/02 


Cooper et at. 


606/41 


09/04/01 


* 


J 


2002/0111619 (A1) 


08/14/02 


Keast et aL 


606/41 


09/04/01 


* 


K 


2002/0095209 (A1) 


07/18/02 


Zadno-Azizi et al. 


623/1.24 


02/08/02 


* 


L 


2002/0087153 (A1) 


07/04/02 


Roschak etal. 


606/27 


09/04/01 


* 


M 


2002/0077696 A1 


06/20/02 


Zadno-Azizi et al. 


623/1.24 


02/21/02 


* 


N 


2002/0077593 (A1) 


06/20/02 


Perkins et al. 


604/96.01 


02/11/02 


* 


O 


2002/0062120 (A1) 


05/23/02 


Perkins et al. 


604/516 


12/13/01 


* 


P 


2002/0026233(A1) 


02/28/02 


Shaknovich 


623/1.24 


03/20/01 


* 


Q 


2002/0007831 (A1) 


1/24/02 


Davenport et aL 


128/200.24 


07/18/01 


* 


R 


2001/0056274 (A1) 


12/27/01 


Perkins et al. 


604/516 


07/02/01 


* 


S 


2001/0052344 (A1) 


12/20/01 


Doshi 


128/207 


06/14/01 


* 


T 


2001/0051799 (A1) 


12/13/01 


Ingenito 


604/516 


04/20/01 


* 


U 


2001/0041906 (A1) 


11/15/01 


Gonzalez 


606/191 


07/24/01 


* 


V 


2001/0037808 A1 


11/08/01 


Deem et al. 


128/200.24 | 


03/02/01 
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DATE 
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* PTnlnTnn- iS P la ^ d t bes 'de the reference number, a copy is not provided because the reference was previously cited by or submitted to the 
PTO in a pnor application that .s .denied in the statement and relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S C ? 1 20 37 C F S 1 L98(d) 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 


W 


2001/0025132 (A1) 


09/27/01 


Alferness et al. 


600/37 


02/09/01 


* 


X 


2,981,254 


04/25/61 


Vanderbilt 


128/350 


11/12/57 


* 


Y 


3,657,744 


04/25/72 


Ersek 


128/334 


05/08/70 


* 


Z 


3,788,327 


01/29/74 


Donowitz ef a/. 


128/350 


03/30/71 




AA 


3,874,388 


04/01/75 


King et af. 


128/334 


02/12/73 


* 


AB 


4,014,318 


03/29/77 


Dockum et al. 


128/1 


05/22/75 


* 


AC 


4,086,665 


05/02/78 


Poirier 


623/1 


12/16/76 


* 


B 


4,212,463 


07/15/80 


Repinski et al. 


273/418 


02/17/78 


* 


AD 


4,250,873 


02/17/81 


Bonnet 


600/104 


04/17/78 


* 


AE 


4,302,854 


12/01/81 


Runge 


3/1.7 


06/04/80 




AF 


4,477,930 


10/23/84 I 


Totten et al. 


3/1.5 


09/28/82 


* 


AG 


4,710,192 


12/01/87 


Liotta et al. 


623/1 


10/17/86 


* 


AH 


4,732,152 


03/22/88 


Wallsten ef al 


128/343 


12/5/85 


* 


Al 


4,759,758 


07/26/88 


Gabbay 


623/2 


12/07/84 


* 


AJ 


4,795,449 


01/03/89 


Schneider et al. 


604/329 


08/04/86 


* 


AK 


4,808,183 


02/28/89 


Panje 


623/9 


06/03/80 


* 


AL 


4,819,664 


04/11/89 


Nazari 


128/207.15 


02/17/88 


* 


AM 


4,830,003 


05/16/89 


Wolff ef al. 


128/343 


06/17/88 


* 


AN 


4,832,680 


05/23/89 


Haber et al. 


600/31 


07/03/86 


* 


AO 


4,846,836 


07/11/89 ! 


Reich 


623/1 1 


10/03/88 


* 


AP 


4,850,999 


07/25/89 


Planck 


623/1 


05/26/81 


* 


AQ 


4,852,568 


08/01/89 


Kensey 


128/325 


12/28/87 



EXAMINER'S SIGNATURE 



DATE 

CONSIDERED 



t EXAMINER: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form in next communication to applicant. 

* If an asterisk is placed beside the reference number, a copy is not provided because the reference was previously cited by or submitted to the 
PTO in a prior application that is identified in the statement and relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d). 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 


AR 


4,877,025 


10/31/89 


Hanson 


128/107.16 


10/06/88 


* 


AS 


4,934,999 


06/19/90 


Bader 


600/29 


07/28/88 


* 


AT 


4,968,294 


11/06/90 


Salama 


600/30 


02/09/89 


* 


AU 


5 061 274 


10/29/91 


Kensey 


606/213 


1 2/04/89 


* 


AV 
nv 


5,116,360 


05/26/92 


Pinchuk et al. 


623/1 


12/27/90 


* 


AW 


5,116,564 


05/26/92 


Jansen et ai 


264/255 


10/10/89 


* 


AX 


5,123,919 


06/23/92 


Sauter et ai 


623/2 


06/23/92 


* 


AY 


5,151,105 


09/29/92 


Kwan-Gett 


623/1 


10/07/91 


* 


AZ 


5,161,524 


11-92 


Evans 


128/203.15 




* 


BA 


5,306,234 


04/26/94 


Johnson 


604/49 


03/23/93 


* 


BB 


5,352,240 


10/04/94 


Ross 


623/2 


05/31/89 


* 


BC 


5,358,518 


10/25/94 


Camilli 


623/2 


01/25/93 


* 


BD 


5,366,478 


11/22/94 


Brinkerhoff et ai 


660/213 


07/27/93 


* 


BE 


5,382,261 


01/17/95 


Palmaz 


606/158 


09/01/92 


* 


BF 


5,392,775 


02/28/95 


Ad kins et ai 


128/207.16 


03/22/94 


* 


BG 


5,409,019 


04/25/95 


Wilk 


128/898 


11/03/93 


* 


BH 


5,411,507 


05/02/95 


Heckele 


606/108 


01/05/94 


* 


Bl 


5,411,552 


05/02/95 


Andersen et ai 


623/2 


06/14/94 


* 


BJ 


5,413,599 


05/09/95 


I ma chi et ai 


623/2 


12/13/93 


* 


BK 


5,417,226 


05/23/95 


Juma 


128/885 


06/09/94 


* 


BL 


5,445,626 


08/29/95 


Gigante 


604/349 


06/03/94 


* 


BM 


5,486,154 


01/23/96 


Kelleher 


600/104 


06/08/93 



EXAMINER'S SIGNATURE 



DATE 

CONSIDERED 



t EXAMINER: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form in next communication to applicant. 

* If an asterisk is placed beside the reference number, a copy is not provided because the reference was previously cited by or submitted to the 
PTO in a prior application that is identified in the statement and relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120. 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d). 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 


BN 


5 499 995 


UO/ I 57/570 


Teirstein 


606/192 


05/25/94 


* 


BO 


5,500,014 


03/19/96 


Quijano et al. 




nc/nn/nc 


* 


BP 


5,562,608 




OtJMI lo t?t ctf. 


604/20 


04/13/95 


* 


BQ 


0,0*fO,ODO 


07/08/97 


Rudd et al. 


606/213 


06/13/93 


* 


BR 


5,660,175 


08/26/97 


Dayal 


128/207.15 


08/21/95 


* 


BS 


5,662,713 


09/02/97 


Andersen et ai. 


623/12 


09/14/95 


* 


BT 


5,683,451 


11/04/97 


Lenkeref al. 


623/1 


06/07/95 


* 


BU 


5,697,968 


12/16/97 


Rogers et at. 


623/1 


08/10/95 


* 


BV 


5,755,770 


5/26/98 


Ravenscroft 


623/1 


01/31/95 




BW 


5,800,339 


09/01/98 


Salama 


600/29 


05/02/97 


* 


BX 


5,840,081 


11/24/98 


Andersen et at. 


623/2 


02/19/97 


* 


BY 


5,851,232 


12/22/98 


Lois 


623/1 


3/13/97 


* 


BZ 


5,855,587 


01/05/99 


Hyon et al. 


606/188 


08/22/96 


* 


CA 


5,855,597 


01/5/99 


Jayaraman 


623/1 


05/07/97 


* 


CB 


5,855,601 


01/05/99 


Bessler et af. 


623/2 


06/21/96 


* 


CC 


5,944,738 


08/31/99 


Amplatz et af. 


606/213 


02/06/98 


* 


CD 


5,947,997 


09/07/99 


Pavcnik et af. 


606/213 


06/30/97 


* 


CE 


5,954,766 


09/21/99 


Zadno-Azizi et al. 


623/2 


09/16/97 | 


* 


CF 


5,957,949 


09/28/99 


Leonhardt et al. 


606/194 


05/01/97 


* 


CG 


5,976,174 


11/02/99 


Ruiz 


606/213 


12/15/97 


* 


CH 


5,984,965 


11/16/99 


Knapp et al. 


623/12 


08/28/97 


* 


CI 


6,007,575 


12/28/99 


Samuels 


623/1 


06/06/97 
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DATE 

CONSIDERED 



t EXAMINER: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form in next communication to applicant. 

* '^asterisk is placed beside the reference number, a copy is not provided because the reference was previously cited by or submitted to the 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 




b,00y t b14 


r\ a ir\A tr\r\ 

U1/U4/UU 


Morales 


^y/olb 


f\A /oh /no 




CK 


6,020,380 


02/01/00 


Killian 


514/570 


11/25/98 




CL 


6,022,312 


02/08/00 


Chaussy et al. 
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